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ANALYTICAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

Art . XX.— Transactions of American State Medical Societies :— 

1. Seventeenth Anniversary Meeting 'of the Illinois State Medical Society, 

held at Springfield, June 4 th and 5th, 1867. 8vo. pp. 212. Chicago, 
Illinois, 1867. 

2. Transactions of the Medical Society of West Virginia , including Pro¬ 

ceedings of the Medical Convention , held at Fairmount, April 10 th, 
1867. 8vo. pp. 58. Wheeling, Va,, 1868. 

1. The Transactions of the State Medical Society of Illinois for 1867 com¬ 
mences with a Report on Cholera as it appeared in Chicago in 1866, by Dr. W. 
B. Marsh, which, as it presents nothing new, we need not stop to analyze. 

The report next in order is a “Supplemental Report” to that from the Com¬ 
mittee on Practical Medicine, by S. T. Hewins; giving an account of the dis¬ 
eases more especially of the eastern and southern portions of the State. 

The face of the country of that portion of the State of Illinois treated of in 
this report, we are told, somewhat resembles in shape an irregular triangle, the 
apex of which rests at the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, in latitude 
37° north, and at an altitude of only about 300 feet above the Gulf of Mexico. 
Extending north, towards the base of the triangle, the face of the country is 
generally undulating, and as it stretches out between its eastern and western 
boundaries it becomes avast prairie of tablelands, reaching an altitude of more 
than 500 feet above the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, beauti¬ 
fully interspersed with groves and belts of timber, especially along the streams. 
The general inclination of this vast plane is from north to south. These table 
lands form, as it were, a dividing ridge through the middle and southern portions 
of the State, so that the water sheds off towards the east and southwest. The 
upper waters of most of the tributary streams from the north and west of the 
Ohio and Wabash, have their source in ponds or small lakes, and extensive 
marsh lands—not unfrequently, extensive marshes are developed in the bottoms 
along the course of the streams, which, in many places, are subject to inunda¬ 
tions in the spring and summer, forming them into bayous or ponds, abounding 
in drift and other deposits from the luxuriant vegetable growth in their vicinity. 
The water from these extended ponds is dried up during the hot season, allowing 
the vegetable matters thus left bare to decay, and the rich summer harvests of 
the State are thus succeeded by autumnal fevers (chiefly bilious, intermittents, 
and remittents), both of a mild and malignant character. A curious fact is 
mentioned in reference to the colliers ; namely, that although full twelve hours 
out of the twenty-four above ground, and that also during the night time, they 
are almost entirely exempt from the above fevers. 

A form of fever is noticed as prevailing in some parts of the district somewhat 
resembling typhoid, but wanting many of the characteristics of that disease, as 
it presents itself in hilly, elevated localities with a crowded population. It has 
received from the physicians of the army the name of typho-malarial fever. 
The disease, which is well known to the physicians of the western portions of 
Pennsylvania, presents a kind of combination of the symptoms of bilious remit¬ 
tent and those of enteric fever. 

Cerebro-spinal meningitis has prevailed in different parts of Illinois with 
frightful mortality. Cholera has prevailed to a more or less extent throughout 
many portions of the State. Yarioia has been much less prevalent during the 
past than during some years preceding’. The more fruitful sources of its spread 
have been diminished since the close of the war, while greater vigilance has been 
exercised to control it by efficient vaccination, and the repetition of the operation 
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whenever there is danger of an outbreak of the disease. Diphtheria has been 
met with, chiefly in the middle portion of the State. Though of a troublesome 
form, it by no means constituted a serious epidemic. 

Rubeola occurred as an epidemic in only one locality, Champaign County; 
where during the three winter months it was characterized by great severity. 
About one thousand persons fell victims to the disease, of which about one- 
twentieth were adults. 

Dr. George T. Allen, of Springfield, describes a plan of treatment for the 
radical cure of inguinal hernia. Further experience is necessary to test its 
efficiency. 

The next communication is a Series of Experimental Inquiries concerning the 
Physiological Effects of Alcoholic Drinks on Man, by Professor N. S. Davis, 
M. D., of Chicago. The following are the conclusions to which the Professor 
has been led: 1 st. The presence of alcohol in the blood directly interferes with 
the normal play of vital affinities and of cell action, in such a manner as to dimin¬ 
ish the rapidity of nutrition and disintegration, and, consequently, to diminish 
the dependent functions of elimination, calorification, and innervation ; thereby 
making alcohol a positive organic sedative, instead of a diffusible stimulant, as 
it is popularly supposed to be both in and out of the profession. 2d. That 
alcohol acts in the system exclusively as a foreign substance incapable of 
assimilation or decomposition by the vital functions, and is ultimately excreted 
or eliminated without chemical change. 

The Report on Obstetrics, by Dr. D. L. Miller, of Chicago, consists of some very 
interesting observations, comprising a case of arm presentation with impaction 
of the fcetus, and an account of the proceedings adopted to procure the delivery 
of the child, so as to secure the life of the mother; a case of rupture of the 
uterus, in which death took place immediately after the expulsion of the foetus 
by the natural efforts ; a case in which there was an unequal development of 
twins. In this case, after the birth, at the proper period, of a full-grown living 
child, there was delivered a foetus of six months, having no placenta or umbilical 
cord. The histories are given of three cases of ovarian tumour with recovery 
without an operation. 'J'h e first occurred under the care of Dr. Dodge, in a female, 
aged 32 years, twelve years married—mother of two children, youngest four years 
old—miscarried once between the two births. Menstruation regular in time, but 
profuse. On examination a tumour rising above the pelvis to the right of median 
line was detected, In consultation a considerable enlargement of right ovary 
diagnosed. Under a treatment consisting in the administration of laxatives and 
tonics, with, alternately, the. iodide and bromide of potassium, the chlorate of 
potassa, bitter tinctures, nutritious diet, and counter-irritants over seat of tumour. 
The tumour continued to increase four months, remained stationary for two, when 
it began to lessen in size, and at the end of about ten months entirely disappeared. 
The second occurred under the care of Prof. Rea. The treatment consisted iu 
counter-irritation over seat of tumour, purgatives, tonics, iodide and bromide 
of potassium. After the lapse of several months the tumour began to diminish 
in size, and finally disappeared, leaving the patient perfectly well. The third 
case occurred under the care of Prof. Miller, in a female 36 years old, the mother 
of two children ; had one miscarriage. Tumour first detected after an attack of 
peritonitis ; it continued to enlarge, and at the end of three years and four 
months had reached the size of a foetal head. The patient was treated by 
laxatives, tonics, and nutritious diet, with counter-irritation over tumour, and as 
alteratives, iodide and bromide of potassium. General health of patient im¬ 
proved, growth of tumour ceased. In August, 1866, the patient became preg¬ 
nant. During gestation some degree of pain was felt at the seat of enlargement. 
The ordinary means were resorted to to prevent inflammation occurring in the 
enlarged ovary. May 7th, 1867, the patient was delivered of twins; one of them 
was very feeble and only survived about twelve hours. The other is living and 
healthy. June 2d, 1867, a careful examination failed to detect any appreciable 
enlargement of either ovary. The patient recovered as well as usual from her 
confinement. Prof. M. queries whether the diminution in the size of the tumour 
was due to the continuous pressure exercised for so many months by the enlarg¬ 
ing uterus. A summary is given of the general facts observed in eight cases of 
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pelvic cellulitis occurring in the practice of Prof. Rea, of Chicago. Five of the 
patients were married, two widows, and one was single. In two cases, suppura¬ 
tion occurred with discharge of pus. One had a renewal of the inflammation 
about two months after recovery from first attack, which was, however, subdued 
by appropriate treatment. In three instances, the disease followed the replace¬ 
ment of retro verted uterus by the uterine sound. Jn the case of the unmarried 
patient there was general peritonitis. In five of the cases suppuration was 
certainly prevented by early and judicious treatment, while the histories of at 
least two other cases leaves no room to doubt that a like favourable result would 
have been attained had a proper treatment been opportunely applied. 

The report closes with some very sensible remarks on the use and abuse of 
the speculum in the investigation of the diseases of women. 

The report is followed by an Essay on Drugs and Medicines, by Dr. Baii.- 
hache, of Springfield. There having been few new medicines introduced during 
the past year, Dr. B. confines his remarks to such as have claimed the attention 
of the profession for a longer period, but the usefulness of which, it seems to 
him, has not as yet been fully developed. 

The next paper is by Dr. J. S. Hiedreth, of Chicago, on the Cause and Treat¬ 
ment of Panniform Cornea, occurring with Granular Ophthalmia. This is suc¬ 
ceeded by the Report of the Committee on Surgery, by Dr. H. W. Davis, of Paris, 
Illinois, and is devoted to the subject of the resection of injured and diseased 
portions of the long bones and the formation of new bone, so that the limb shall 
be restored to its proper length and strength to enable it to subserve the wants 
of the patient, and is of considerable interest. 

The next Report is on Medical Specialties and Advertising. It is signed by 
two of the Committee, Drs. T. D. Fitch and N. S. Davis, and though cautiously 
worded seems to us not to take that high stand which we conceive to be de¬ 
manded by the profession. The remaining member of the Committee, Dr. D. 
Prince, presents a separate report, of a radical character, from the ethical 
dodtrines and conclusions of which we must express our pointed dissent. 

A description is given, by Dr. A. Niles, of Quincy, Illinois, of a Pocket 
Obstetric Forceps. To understand the form and construction of these forceps 
the paper by Dr. N., with its accompanying drawings, must be referred to. 

Tracings of the Pulse with Marey’s Sphygmograph are described by Prof. 
H. A. Johnson, of Chicago. To understand the subject the thirteen diagrams 
with which the paper is illustrated must be consulted. 

The concluding paper, a Report on Plastic Surgery, by Dr. David Prince, of 
Jacksonville, Illinois, is a very long one, occupying ninety-six pages, and is 
illustrated by a large number of wood-cuts. Some parts of it have already ap¬ 
peared in medical journals and other professional works. We regret that it 
will not admit of any instructive analysis, while space could not be allowed us 
even if we felt prepared to enter into a critique of the author’s teachings. 

2. The Transactions of the West Virginia Medical Society, at its first session, 
are those of a new State Medical Society, organized on the 10th day of April, 
1867, in a State not yet five years old. The volume before us is mainly occupied 
with the proceedings connected with the organization ; these exhibit a proper 
spirit and a correct appreciation of the field of usefulness which these societies, 
when properly conducted, must necessarily occupy, whether in reference to the 
individual members of which they are composed or to the members of the 
committees in which they are respectively located 

But few matters of a purely scientific character have found a record in the 
Transactions before us ; we nevertheless anticipate, provided the physicians of 
West Virginia exhibit the same zeal as those have displayed to whom the 
organization of the State Medical Society is due, a volume of Transactions 
every year, the contents of which will be received by the profession here and 
abroad as an acceptable and valuable contribution to the general fund of 
knowledge in the several departments of medicine. 

If the medical men of the young State carry on well and in concert the work 
they have so well begun, they cannot fail to become, speedily, the means of 
advancing largely our noble science, of greatly ameliorating the sutferings of 
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those who may be the subjects of disease or accident, and in establishing in its 
midst a body of learned and skilful physicians, that shall elevate the State to a 
level with her older and more favoured sisters. D. F. C. 


Art. XXI. Reports of American Hospitals for the Insane. 

1. Of the Taunton Hospital, for the fiscal year 1866-67. 

2. Of the Butler Hospital, for the year 1867. 

3. Of the King's County ( N. Y.) Asylum, for the fiscal year 1866-67. 

4. Of the State Hospital, Pennsylvania, for the year 1867. 

5. Of the Maryland Hospital, for the year 1867. 

6. Of the U. S. Government Hospital, for the fiscal year 1865-66. 

7. Of the Tennessee Hospital, for the fiscal year 1866-67. 

8. Of the Central Ohio Asylum, for the year 1867. 

9. Of the Southern Ohio Asylum, for the year 1867. 

10. Of the State Hospital, Wisconsin, for the fiscal year 1866-67. 


1. Thu twelfth annual report of the Taunton Lunatic. Hospital contains the 
following medical statistics of the official year ending September 30, 1867 :— 


In hospital at beginning of year . 
Admitted in course of the year . 
Whole number . 

Discharged, including deaths 
Remaining at the end of the year 
Of those discharged, there were cured 
Died. 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

163 

178 

341 

129 

136 

265 

292 

314 

606 

113 

117 

230 

179 

197 

376 

45 

45 

90 

21 

18 

39 


Died of paralysis, 5; maniacal exhaustion, 5; general paralysis, 4; maras¬ 
mus, 4 ; diarrhoea, 3 ; apoplexy, 3; phthisis, 2; inanition, 2 ; old age, 2 ; sui¬ 
cide, 2; dysentery, epilepsy, disease of heart, carbuncle, chorea, pneumonia, and 
variola, 1 each. 

“ The proportion of recoveries is somewhat larger among males than among 
females, the former exceeding the latter about seven per cent. This has been 
erroneously attributed to want of a proper knowledge on the part of the medi¬ 
cal officers of asylums of the nature and treatment of the diseases peculiar to 
the female sex. The true cause of the difference, however, which is not very 
marked, is to be found in the different proportion of the mental and physical 
causes of the disease in the two sexes. In the males, the physical causes—in¬ 
temperance, excess, accidents and exposures—predominate. These are most 
amenable to treatment, and offer the most promising prospects of removal and 
cure. In females, the mental causes—disappointments, religious excitements, 
losses of friends, and wounds of the affections and sensibilities—are in excess; 
and these are too often beyond the reach of medical skill. They are deeper 
and more obscure, less easily discovered and understood, and, when found, are 
situated where the remedy, if known, is less easy of application.” 

Dr. Choate expresses the following opinion on a subject which has awakened 
much discussion within the last few years 

“ The contest between the two systems of aggregation and of separation of the 
insane, each of which has had its zealous advocates, would seem now, by the gene¬ 
ral consent and almost unanimous practice of the civilized world, to have been 
settled in favour of the former, under which safety, economy, and general welfare 
appear to be most effectually secured. It has been proved beyond a question, 
that when the restraints belonging to a compact central institution, built and 
organized for the purpose, are removed, much more severe means of discipline 
must necessarily be used to insure safety from accident and disorder. In the 
view of economy, too, the well-known fact cannot be lost sight of, that in¬ 
crease of numbers, under the same roof, does not of necessity carry with it 





